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2017 Priorities  

I am honored the citizens of Kitsap County have elected me to represent North Kitsap for 
another four years. A lot has been accomplished since 2013, but there is a lot yet to be 
accomplished. For 2017, my top priorities include: 

 Continuing to work with the Kitsap Forest and Bay Coalition to secure funding to 
acquire the Port Gamble Forest. Visit www.savepg.org or #returntotheforest for more 
information. 

 Begin Kingston community visioning. With the adoption of the 2016 Comprehensive 
Plan and the passenger-only ferry coming to Kingston in 2018, I’m looking forward to 
working with the community to find ways to implement the comprehensive plan and 
create a more vibrant community.  

 Begin planning for revamping Norwegian Point Park in Hansville. After a lot of hard 
work from volunteers who removed derelict buildings and decks in the park last year, 
Norwegian Point Park is ready for improvements. A top priority this year will be to seek 
funding for a new public fishing pier at the park. 

Stay tuned for news on these and other projects in future newsletters.  

Keyport Central Park Grand Opening  

Washington Avenue and Keyport 
Central Park recently got a makeover. 
In a unique collaboration between the 
roads, stormwater and sewer utility 
divisions of Kitsap County Public Works, 
Keyport’s infrastructure is functioning 
better both above and below ground. 
In addition to the new sidewalks, 
landscaping and spruced-up park, many 
other features were added along a 
three-block stretch of Washington 
Avenue, such as pervious parking lots and rain gardens that treat stormwater 
runoff, as well as an enhanced sewer pump station in Central Park. 

The unsightly sewer pump station located near the entrance to the Port of Keyport 
dock at the end of Washington Avenue was removed.  This not only improves the 
aesthetics of the waterfront, but also reduces health risks from potential sewer 
spills in Liberty Bay.  The pump station in Keyport Central Park was upgraded to 
handle the duties of the waterfront pump station, and now has 30 percent more 
capacity and a third backup pump, making spills much less likely. 

The new stormwater infrastructure captures and treats approximately 90 percent 
of the runoff from a ten-acre area in Keyport, which will also improve the water 
quality in Liberty Bay. Parking lanes now contain permeable pavers, streets have 
corner rain garden planters and swales, and underground piping and storm drains 
were updated. 

A ribbon-cutting ceremony was held Dec. 4, 2016. More information on this 
project can be found at http://kitsap.paladinpanoramic.com/home. 

Keyport Central Park Grand Opening  

West Kingston Road Bridge Project  

Starting in April, West Kingston Road will be closed 
over Carpenter Creek for construction of a new 150-
foot bridge. The road is expected to reopen the end of 
December 2017. The bridge will replace an existing 60-
inch culvert, and restore tidal function in the 
Carpenter Creek estuary, enhancing fish migration and 
habitat. There will also be pedestrian and safety 
improvements. Signage will help redirect traffic. The 
suggested detour route will be Lindvog Road. For 
more information, visit the project website at http://
kitsap.paladinpanoramic.com/project/2232/54868, or 
call Kitsap County Public Works at (360) 337-5777. 

Commissioner Gelder being sworn-in for his next term 
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Business Spotlight:  Williams Wood Waste Recycling  

In operation since July 2014, Williams Wood Waste Recycling offers an environmentally 
friendly option for getting rid of wood waste. The company was founded by Mark and 
Heather Williams, who are its only employees. The business is located next to the Central 
Kitsap Wastewater Treatment Plant on the Brownsville Highway, between Brownsville 
and Keyport.  

All wood waste received is recycled, keeping it out of landfills and burn piles. The service 
is environmentally friendly and cost-effective, and available to all Kitsap residents. Any 
type of wood waste is accepted, including yard clippings and downed branches — unless 
it contains creosote. The waste is ground into two kinds of mulch, offered for sale at the 
facility along with other products such as fill dirt, screened topsoil, rock, sand and bark. 
The Williams’ also rent and deliver dumpsters to people working on home remodel and 
land-clearing projects. 

Approximately 75 percent of the wood waste received at the Williams’ facility is turned 
into fuel for the Port Townsend Paper Corporation to power its plant and dry paper 
products it produces. Every January, Williams Wood Waste offers Christmas tree 
recycling for a suggested donation of $5 with proceeds donated to the Williams’ North 
Kitsap Relay for Life team.  

For more information about Williams Wood Waste Recycling, call (360) 224-1094 or visit 
http://williamswoodwaste.blogspot.com/ or https://www.facebook.com/
WilliamsWoodWaste/. 

Port Gamble Forest Acquisition  

In another milestone for the Kitsap Forest and Bay Project, Kitsap County, in 
partnership with Forterra and the Department of Ecology, has successful preserved 
another 1,356 acres of open space around the Port Gamble Forest Heritage Park. This 
new acquisition, running from just south of Port Gamble to Stottlemeyer Road, will be 
protected from all future residential development maintaining critical wildlife and trail 
connectivity for the region. To achieve such a large land acquisition with the greatly–
inflated timber market, Pope Resources will maintain the rights to harvest timber off 
of the acreage one last time 
over the next 30 years. Pope 
and Kitsap, under direction of 
Kitsap’s Forest Stewardship 
Plan, will then reforest the 
property to a more natural state 
with a diversity of trees, 
vegetation and understory.  

While this is a legacy 
achievement, our preservation 
efforts are not complete. 
Another 1,645 acres are in 
jeopardy of future 
development. This land contains 
many trails, streams and ravines 
and is the prime location for the 
planned mountain biking ride 
park. With most public sources 
of funding exhausted, Kitsap 
needs your help. The Kitsap 
Forest and Bay Community 
Campaign has been working to 
raise the funding to complete 
this legacy open space 
preservation. Please visit 
SavePG.org to learn more and 
help protect these important 
timberlands.    

Highway 305 Working Group  

The coalition working on the State Route 305 
corridor improvements held three open 
houses late last year in Poulsbo, Suquamish 
and Bainbridge Island to gather input on 
problems and solutions to traffic safety and 
congestion issues on the heavily trafficked 
highway. The coalition includes 
representatives from the cities of Bainbridge 
Island and Poulsbo, Kitsap County, Kitsap 
Transit, the Suquamish Tribe, and the 
Washington State Department of 
Transportation. 

The open houses provided residents with the 
opportunity to discuss issues of the 305 
corridor with staff and elected officials. An 
online survey was also circulated to gain 
input. The overwhelming problem as 
identified by 90 percent of survey 
respondents is travel time. The second issue, 
identified by 76 percent of the respondents, is 
safety. Intersections and left turns are also 
problematic. 

In 2017, the coalition will work with 
consultants to create strategies for addressing 
these concerns. For more information on the 
SR 305 corridor and related improvement 
projects, visit http://kitsapgov.com/pw/
sr305.htm, or contact David Forte at (360) 337
-5777 or dforte@co.kitsap.wa.us. 
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To subscribe to the District #1 Newsletter, go to www.kitsapgov.com and click on 

the “Sign up for electronic notifications” button on the right side of the screen.  

 
The Point Hotel Opening  

The Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe hosted a grand-opening ceremony 
for its new Point Hotel on Nov. 25, 2016. The Point Hotel is 
connected to the casino with the same name, located on Hansville 
Road north of Kingston on the Port Gamble S’Klallam Reservation.  

The new hotel has 94 rooms, including eight suites — a welcome 
opportunity in an area with few hotels. There is also a large room 
for meetings and events. In addition to providing accommodations, 
the hotel provided much-needed jobs both at the hotel and during 
construction. Forty tribal members were trained and the opening of 
the hotel doubles the number of employees.  

The hotel features a Northwest coastal modern theme, with local 
S’Klallam art in each room and the common areas. The most 
noticeable art is the four-story “Paddles Up” piece by Port Gamble 
S’Klallam artist Brian Perry. The steel sculpture represents a tribal 
welcome and graces the front of the hotel. Other carvings, totems, 
and tribal art can be found throughout the building and grounds.  

Commissioner Gelder had an opportunity to tour the new hotel and 
to talk with Chairman Sullivan and  Chris Placentia during a recent 
taping of “Commissioner’s Corner.” The video may be viewed at 
https://vimeo.com/194936122. For more information Point Hotel, 
go to http://www.the-point-casino.com/hotel/  

Commissioner Gelder is joined by Jeromy Sullivan, Chairman of the Port Gamble 
S’Klallam Tribe, and Chris Placentia, CEO of the Noo-Kayet Development 
Corporation (the economic development arm of the tribe) in the lobby of the 
newly opened Point Hotel.  

Silverdale Economic Action Plan  

Planning is underway to develop an economic action plan for Silverdale. With the adoption of the comprehensive plan last year, Kitsap 
County is teaming up with the Kitsap Economic Development Alliance (KEDA) to create an action-based plan to achieve the goals set forth in 
the comprehensive plan. Some of those goals include: 

 Fostering a more vibrant and sustainable Silverdale with additional housing, employment and medical services 

 Promoting a more walkable and workable Silverdale 

 Maintaining access to regional transportation and other infrastructure funding  

Technical analysis will be conducted on infrastructure as well as a zoning analysis and limitations of design standards. KEDA and Kitsap 
County are seeking input from Silverdale property owners, businesses and local developers about what action, infrastructure and incentives 
would promote a realistic action plan to shape the future of Silverdale. For more information visit http://www.kitsapgov.com/boc/
Special_Projects_Division/specialprojects.htm or contact Eric Baker at (360) 337-4495 or ebaker@co.kitsap.wa.us.  

Plan Boundary 
Regional Center + Greaves Way 
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